It has appeared to me that a distinction may be made between the pustule of variola and the vesicle of varicella, by observing the distinct seat of these affections. From an investigation pursued with considerable care, I think I have ascertained that the former has its seat in the sebaceous glands and mucous follicles, whilst the latter seems to be merely subcuticular in general.
The exact seat of the variolous pustule seems to be determined by observing the textures most apt to be affected by it, and the textures excluded from it; the form of the pustule itself, its difference from that of the vesicle of varicella, and its similarity to that of some other affections of the sebaceous glands.
A still more direct proof of this point flows from minutely observing the anatomy of the sebaceous glands and mucous follicles, and tracing that of the variolous pustule.
The practical advantages of the inquiry consist in its affording a source of diagnosis, and in its tendency, in this manner, to settle some disputes which still divide the medical profession, and to enable us better to decide upon the those who have considered this subject, and must not be overlooked; but I have been rather desirous to draw the attention to those differences which prove that the two diseases attack different structures.
The minute anatomy of the parts affected has been so neglected, that our knowledge of the progress of the variolous pustule is but imperfect; and this is a result of the importance of that knowledge not being thoroughly un-
